STEPHEN  S.  FOSTER. 


To  the  Editors  of  the  Boston  JJ^ly  Advertiser:— 

I  greatly  regret  that  you  should  have  applied 
the  epithet  "furious  hate"  to  Mr.  Foster's  position 
and  course  in  the  -warfare  against  American 
slavery.  The  words  are  ill-fitting.  Can  we  ac- 
count for  the  spirit  and  attitude  of  a  man,  whose 
whole  soul  is  absorbed  and  fired  by  the  intensity 
of  his  convictions,  as  to  the  sin  of  slavery  and 
the  criminal  complicity  of  the  American  churches 
and  clergy,  in  no  other  way  but  by  ascribing  them 
to  "hate"?  Have  we  learned  nothing  of  slavery 
and  of  the  spirit  of  its  upholders  in  the  past 
twenty  years?  I  have  personally  and  intimately 
known  Mr.  Foster  for  more  thou  thirty-five  years, 
and  was  closely  associated  with  him  through  the 
greater  part  of  the  anti-slavery  agitation; 
and  I  respectfully  ask  you  to  allow  me 
to  place  in  connection  with  your  words 
my  most  earnest  and  serious  protest;  and  to 
say  that  I  consider  them  wholly  mistaken  and  un- 
just. I  have  known  Mr.  Foster  always  as  one  of 
the  kindest,  as  he  was  also  one  of  the  bravest,  of 
men,  .Who  does  not  remember  that  heimperilled 
his  own  life  to  save  a  slave-hunting  man  in 
Worcester  from  the  hands  of  the  excited  people  ? 
He  ever  spoke  for  the  slaves  "as  bound  with 
them";  as  one  who  saw  his  own  father  and 
mother,  his  own  sisters  and  brothers,  among 
them;  and  he  felt  and  spoke,  as  nearly  as  was  in 
human  nature  to  do,  as  if  that  was  'the  actual 
fact.  Are  we  prepared  to  visit  that  with  our  con- 
demnation? That  he  spoke  with  an  extraordinary 
plainness  and  severity,  none  can  deny;  that  it 
was  in  "furious  hate"  I  do  utterly  deny.  The 
burning  sense  of  shame  and  indignation  which 
a  tine  soul  feels  at  witnessing  deliberate  cruelty 
and  wrong,  and  at  the  sight  of  deliberate  defence 
of  them,  is  not  to  be  characterized  by  ignominious 
terms,  nor  ascribed  to  low  passions,  lest  we  deny 
rhe  highest  and  best  in  ourselves.  Did  not  Al- 
bert Barnes  say  that  "no  power  on  earth,  out  of 
the  church,  could  sustain  slavery  an  hour,  if  it 
were  not  sustained  in  it"  ?  Thus  confirming  J. 
G.  Bimev's  declaration  that  the  "American 
churches  were  the  bulwarks  of  American  slavery." 
Could  such  churches  be  suffered  to  stand  unchal- 
lenged? Stephen  S.  Foster  cleared  his  conscience, 
and  did  one  man's  honest  duty.  But  no  perfec- 
tion is  claimed  for  him  or  any  man. 

Sakiuel  May. 
Leicester,  Mass.,  Sept.  9, 1881.    „  _  - 

»c ij.  £>  vJ  H,  to  , 


each  and  every  constructor  of  Family  Flat  Hotel 
found  it  the  most  desirable  investment  of  real  es 
capital. 

The  Boston  Buildjihg  Association  has  been  o 
for  the  purpose  of  wholesale  investment  in  desir 
estate,  and  the  erection  thereon  of  Family  Hotel 
shall  supply  the  existing  want. 

By  having  at  its  command  large  capital,  ar 
permanent  employment  of  experts  in  buildh 
tions,  the  Association  will  be  able  to  conduct  Us 
in  a  manner  which  insures  large  profits  to  its  st 
ers,  and  secures  investments  in  a  most  reliable  n 

By  purchasing  building  materials  in  large  qi 
the  cost  of  construction  will  be  so  lowered  tl 
which  shall  be  highly  profitable  to  the  Associal 
be  within  the  means  of  the  classes  which  it  is  d 
accommodate,  and  insure  a  constant  demand. 

All  moneys  invested  in  material  or  real  esta 
Dest  judgment  of  the  Board  of  Directors,  give 
every  Stockholder  an  undivided  interest  in 
property,  and  virtually  furnish  him  a  perpeti 
gage  lor  his  better  security. 

The  Association  has  already  'received  such  li 
surances  of  support  that  refusals  of  several  desi: 
of  land  have  been  secured,  and  negotiations  foi 
at  most  profitable  figures  have  been  entered  ur 
mally. 

While  the  Association  cannot  guarantee  fi 
dends,  its  by-laws  will  provide  for  a  declan 
quarterly  dividend,  to  consist  of  all  earnings  ov 
expenses,  less  the  absolutely  required  reserve  i 
surance  and  repair  fund. 

Ladies'  subscriptions  received  at  our  Branch  ( 
Tremont  street,  opp.  Park  street.    TuThS  (p  3)1 

TO  THE  MOJLDEIty  OJF- 

FIRST  MORTGAGE  1  PER  CE3ST. 

—OF  THE— 

FORT  SCOTT,  SOUTHEASTERN  &  ME 

R.R.  CO., 
RICH  HILL  R.R.  CO.. 
SHORT  CREEK  &  JOPLIN  R.R.  CO., 
MEMPHIS,  KANSAS  &  COLORADO  R1 

THE  undersigned  Trustees  hold  the  amounts 
below  for  the  purchase  of  the  Bonds  of  tt 
named  Companies,  viz. : 

$11,(530  for  the  purchase  of  Fort  Scott,  Southea 
Memphis  K.R.  Co.  7  per  cent.  Bonds. 

$3,610  for  the  purchase  of  Rich  Hill  R.R.  Co.  7 ; 
Bonds. 

$2,140  for  the  purchase  of  Short  Creek  &  Jop 
Co.  7  per  cent.  Bonds. 

$2,950  for  the  purchase  of  Memphis,  Kansas  <te 
do  Ry.  Co.  7  per  cent.  Bonds. 

Sealed  proposals,  addressed  to  the  undersign* 
tees,  at  No.  2(5  Spars  Building,  Boston,  Mass.,  wi 
ceived  until  Tuesday,  September  13,  1* 
10  o'clock  A.  M.,  for  the  sale  of  the  above  named 


